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it may have;, fhould they flill grow dedrer and weorfe’ in Quality, or the Colo-
nics be rendered Jefs able to confume them, is a Confideration which con.
cerns Great-Britain, at leaft as. much as the Colonies.. An increafe of Price,
and falling in the Goodnefs of Quality, is the ufual Effe& of Monopolies;
there is o Danger of Foreigners taking Advantage of this Circumfltance
in America,. whatever they may do in other Countries ; but the Induftry it
may give Rife to in America, when other Circumftances concur, is not diffi-
cult to be forefecn..

It muft be acknowledged, that the Balance of Trade between Great-B: -
tain and ber Colonies, is confiderably againft the latter, and that no Gold or
Silver Mines have yet been difcovered in the old American Settlements, or
among the Treafures of the new Acquifitions. How then is this Balance to
be difcharged ! The former T'rade of the Colonies, which cnabled them
to keep up their Credit with Great-Britain, by applying the Balance they
gained againft Foreigners, is now fo fettered ‘with Difhculties, as to be al-
moft prohibited. In order therefore to reduce the Balance againft them up-
on the Trade between the Colonies and Great- Britain, this ‘I'rade muft be
contracted, fo as to bring the Scales to an Equilibrium, ora Debt will be
incurred that can’t be paid off, which will diftrefs the Creditor as well as the
Dtbtor, by the Infolvency of the latter.  The Income alfo of the Colonies,
which was before invefted in their Trade, will be diminifhed in Proportion
to the Produce of the Stamp-Act, and therefore the Amount of that Pro-
duce muft be drawn out, which will create a further Redu&tion of the

‘I'rade.

I confefs that I am one of thofe who do not perceive the Policy in laying
Difficultics and Obltructions upon the gainful Trade of the Colonies with
Forcigners, or that it even makes any real Difference to the Englifh Nation,
whether the Merchants who carry 1t on with Commodities Great-Britain
will not purchafe, refide in Philadelphia, New-York or Boflon, Lond:n, Brftol,
or Liverpool, when the Balance gained by the American Merchant in the Pur-
fuic of that Trade centers in Great-Britain, and is applied to the Difcharge
of a Debt contratted by the Confumption of Britifh Manufaétures in the
Colonics, and in this to the Support of the national Expence.

If in Confequence of the Obftructions, or Regulations as they are cal-
led, of their Commerce, and the Impofition of Taxes upon their gropcrtics,
the Colonies fhould only be driven to obferve the ftriéteft Maxims of Fru-
gality, the Confequence would rather be difagreeable than hurtful—Should
they be forced to ufe new Mecthods of Induitry, and to have Recourfe to

Arts for a Supply of Neceffaries, the Difficulty in Succeeding would prove
lefs



